
E-participative mobilizations to promote local public 
actions in a globalized French Basque Country

Subject
E-participative mobilizations in the 
French Basque Country as an 
empirical case-study.

Budget

Rationale
The objective is to understand how e-
technologies can allow wide-open-
citizen and territorialized mobilization 
over the traditional State borders. 
Pays basque numérique is e-label
defended by the Agence Pays basque 
des NTIC (aNTIC), which is linked with
a Public administration (Communauté
d’agglomération Bayonne-Anglet-
Biarritz). Doing so, indirectly, aNTIC
can develop e-geographical
solidarities, promotings own 
democratic “e-dynamics”, empirically, 
thanks to Basque citizens 
participation and for Basque actors 
and citizens.

Main steps
A Basque Label to defend Basque 

Numerical property
The Pays basque Numérique proposition has 

been presented for the first time in October 
2005, called “Build together a Numerical 
Basque Country”. In February 2006, the 
project is presented to the Civil society: the 
will is to define wide territorial strategic 
perspectives, thanks to a new action-
models, as a collective and governance-
inspired models and through a collective 
object the “Numerical Basque Country”
Label. Meetings are organized but a 
website holds information about NICT, 
about the project, about its evolution. 

-1.This first step is the time of observation, 
when everyone can make its opinions 
(January-September 2004). 

-2. The time of exchanges (concertation) with 
the experts and workshops (June 2005-
April 2005). 

-3. The period of propositions and of sharing 
opinions (April-September 2005). 

-4. The time of the definition: the Values of 
the mark (a), the communication support 
(b), the Chart of utilisation (c) (October 
2005-April 2006). 

-5. The time of Self-management of the Mark 
(Autonomous agreement comitee… June 
2006-December 2006), the official 
presentation of the mark has been made in 
January 2007.

The initiative is open to all the individuals or 
societies who want to defend the project. 
Delegated ambassadors are chosen to 
study the candidatures. Candidates are 
allowed from the associative world, the 
public administration (collectivités
territoriales, Institutions…), firms… All the 
choices are deliberated.

References
« Construire ensemble un Pays basque 
numérique; élaboration de la marque de 
territoire “Pays Basque numérique », Document 
de travail, décembre 2005.
http://www.paysbasquenumerique.net
http://antic-paysbasque.com
http://www.euskosare.org
http://www.lurraldea.com

A Label to promote Basque e-territory over the e-World

Dr Jean-Marie IZQUIERDO, Sciences Po Bordeaux, FRANCE

In the French Basque Country, the NICT make the local actors, but not political representatives, 
produce democratic e-policies around their own interests (economic development, language 
defence…) evading the administrative locking. In centralized State like France is, others territories 
with a strong identity culture (French Flanders, Corsica…) get inspired in this alternative way of local 
management. (Cf “Corse numérique” Label…) and try to promote some decentralized governance 
their way… Do cultural aspects take other e-mobilizations appearances elsewhere than in the French 
Basque Country?

Methodology
Following social anthropological methodology, the findings for this contribution are the fruit of long-term fieldwork 
carried out using the method of participant observation and open-ended interviewed. I participate in the various 
participative democracy and governance projects in Basque country (included the Spanish Basque country): More 
specifically, over the course of 2005 and early 2007, I spent significant time participating in meetings, interviewing 
actors (representatives, technique staff, directors of the projects, participants, citizens…). This work has made asking 
people their personal interpretations, experiences and feelings of the work to explain how and why they get involved 
in the project. In these contexts, I was able to observe participant behaviour and their interaction with each other as 
well as with non-members. General and specific fieldwork research was also backed with academic literature 
basically in political science.

Thanks to the aNTIC Pays Basque, NICT allow Basque entrepreneurs to keep on defending an 
e-territory over French State limitations. It allows to manage an own collective action, culturally 
close to the governance procedures defended by the European Union and marginally supported 
by the French administration. In this context, most of them, with intuition, think that the identity is 
a resource in a competitive territorial market as it is for the merchant market. 
The apparent complementarily between the High-tech Design of the Spanish Basque Country 
makes think about a dragging process for the Low-tech economical design of the French 
territory. The 2007-2013 Operational programs of the European Union, promote transborder
solidarities, in term of economical, civilian... exchanges from both side of the frontier. The public 
action must be backed by governance procedures. So the role of transborder/transnational
structures established with actors from the Spanish Basque Country could appear as a very 
attractive opportunity for the French Basque actors who participate in Pays basque numérique
Label. Nevertheless, until today, even if there some contacts with Spanish Basque actors, it’s 
quite limited. An in term of NICT uses, the Spanish Basque Country seems to be more 
developed, because they knew a real Industrial Revolution, because they are much more 
structured and strategically oriented thanks to their local governmental institutions. For example, 
the Town Halls, local institutions and Development structures are unified thanks to NICT in 
specific platform as Garapen (“Development”) or sometimes another Development agency. It’s 
not only the fact of a local governance but overall the fact of a regional policy.
aNTIC Pays Basque shows that localized specific mobilizations about public action around 
Basque identity (Economic intelligence exchange, territorialized dynamics, Basque language…) 
is able to structure a territory that the State doesn’t want to identify. In a multilevel system, these 
dynamics are not only alternative to contemporary State policies (French State, local & regional 
scales, or Spanish and European levels…) in an international context, they also illustrate 
unusual management in unconventional actions, beyond the traditional states authorities within 
the Globalization. The e-mobilization in a specific territory as French Basque Country that the 
economic actors have totally integrated, thanks to economical identity market, allows cultural 
and political mobilizations alternatively to administrative boundaries. It produces a kind of 
bottom-up mobilization (local actors: firms, association…), supported marginally by local 
agglomeration administration. So, they are able to manage decentralized democratic public 
actions/policies alternative to top-down democratic institutional shapes.

Location of the Basque Country



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


